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From: Don.Lewis@sfgov.org
To: Ruby Wells
Subject: Fw: Golden Gate Park Soccer Fields EIR
Date: Wednesday, December 14, 2011 2:15:03 PM

Please include as DEIR comment. Thanks.
Thanks,
Don Lewis
Environmental Planner
San Francisco Planning Department
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA  94103
ph: (415) 575-9095  fax: (415) 558-6409

----- Forwarded by Don Lewis/CTYPLN/SFGOV on 12/14/2011 02:14 PM -----

 Bill
 Wycko/CTYPLN/SFGO
 V  To

 Don Lewis/CTYPLN/SFGOV@SFGOV, Sarah
 12/14/2011 11:41  B Jones/CTYPLN/SFGOV@SFGOV
 AM  cc

 Subject
 Fw: Golden Gate Park Soccer Fields
 EIR

----- Forwarded by Bill Wycko/CTYPLN/SFGOV on 12/14/2011 11:42 AM -----

 Dan Murphy
 <murphsf@yahoo.co
 m>  To

 Bill Wycko <bill.wycko@sfgov.org>
 12/14/2011 10:04  cc
 AM

 Subject
 Golden Gate Park Soccer Fields EIR

 Please respond to
 Dan Murphy

 <murphsf@yahoo.co
 m>
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Re:  Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Beach Chalet Athletic
Fields Renovation Project (Planning Dept File No. 2010.0016E)

Mr. Wycko,
I just read the article below on Yahoo News.  It reports on the impact on a
flock of migrating grebes that crashed into lighted parking lots during a
storm.  Though not identical to what we might expect to occur in Golden
Gate Park, it is an example that reviewers should be aware of when
evaluated whether night lighting is appropriate in an otherwise dark
parkland.

Please add a copy of this e-mail to the comments I submitted yesterday.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,
Dan Murphy

Thousands of birds make crash landing in Utah
APAP – 9 mins ago

ST. GEORGE, Utah (AP) — Thousands of birds died on impact after apparently
mistaking a Wal-Mart parking lot and other areas of southern Utah for
bodies of water and plummeting to the ground in what one wildlife expert
called the worst downing she's ever seen.

Crews went to work cleaning up the dead birds and rescuing the survivors
after the creatures crash-landed in the St. George area Monday night.

By Tuesday evening, volunteers had rescued more than 2,000 birds, releasing
them into nearby bodies of water.

"They're just everywhere," Teresa Griffin, wildlife program manager for the
Utah Department of Wildlife Resource's southern region, told The Spectrum
newspaper in St. George (http://bit.ly/rYpQbJ). "It's been nonstop. All our
employees are driving around picking them up, and we've got so many people
coming to our office and dropping them off."

Officials say stormy conditions probably confused the flock of grebes, a
duck-like aquatic bird likely making its way to Mexico for the winter. The
birds tried to land in a Cedar City Wal-Mart parking lot and elsewhere.

"The storm clouds over the top of the city lights made it look like a nice,
flat body of water. All the conditions were right," Griffin said. "So the
birds landed to rest, but ended up slamming into the pavement."

No human injuries or property damage have been reported.

Griffin noted most of the downings she's seen have been localized, "but
this was very widespread."

"I've been here 15 years and this was the worst downing I've seen," she
told the newspaper.

Officials said they were continuing a rescue effort that started Tuesday
afternoon and included an enthusiastic group of volunteers. The surviving
grebes were released into bodies of water in southern Utah's Washington
County, including a pond near Hurricane.
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"If we can put them on a body of water that's not frozen over, they'll have
a better chance of survival," said Lynn Chamberlain, a wildlife department
spokesman.

___

==========
The Planning Department will have reduced services available the last week of December 2011. In
addition to the regular observed legal holiday on Monday, December 26, 2011, most Planning
Department offices will be closed on December 27, 28, 29, & 30. On these dates, only the Planning
Information Center (PIC), located on the 1st floor of 1660 Mission Street, will be open normal business
hours as follows:
Tuesday, December 27, 2011: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Wednesday, December 28, 2011: 8:00 AM to 5 00 PM
Thursday, December 29, 2011: 8:00 AM to 5 00 PM
Friday. December 30, 2011: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Please note that the PIC will have reduced staffing on these days. The PIC phone number is (415) 558–
6377. The Planning Department will resume full services on January 3, 2012.
============
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From: Don.Lewis@sfgov.org
To: Ruby Wells
Subject: Fw: new report: mortality report on birds from night lighting
Date: Wednesday, December 14, 2011 2:14:12 PM

Please include as DEIR comment. Thanks.

Thanks,
Don Lewis
Environmental Planner
San Francisco Planning Department
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA  94103
ph: (415) 575-9095  fax: (415) 558-6409

----- Forwarded by Don Lewis/CTYPLN/SFGOV on 12/14/2011 02:13 PM -----

 Bill
 Wycko/CTYPLN/SFGO
 V  To

 Don Lewis/CTYPLN/SFGOV@SFGOV, Sarah
 12/14/2011 11:43  B Jones/CTYPLN/SFGOV@SFGOV
 AM  cc

 Subject
 Fw: new report: mortality report on
 birds from night lighting

----- Forwarded by Bill Wycko/CTYPLN/SFGOV on 12/14/2011 11:44 AM -----

 Jamie Ray
 <jamie_ray@comcas
 t.net>  To

 bill.wycko@sfgov.org
 12/13/2011 07:17  cc
 PM

 Subject
 new report: mortality report on
 birds from night lighting
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Has this report been already included in the DEIR?
(downward facing is better than out. Blue green better than yellow red. RPD
suggests to utilize these features plus a timer to turn off at 10 pm.
However, these measures only slightly mitigate negative impact to birds,
particularly migratory birds on the Pacific Flyway)
New Bird-Safe Building Design

The American Bird Conservancy (ABC) announced the availability of a new,
national publication, American Bird Conservancy’s Bird-Friendly Building
Designs, part of a national-level program to reduce the massive and growing
number of bird deaths resulting from building collisions in the US. The
58-page publication contains over 110 photographs and 10 illustrations and
focuses on both the causes of collisions and the solutions, with a
comprehensive appendix on the biological science behind the issue. The
publication addresses building design, bird movements, and habitat and
landscaping, which can help or exacerbate the collision problem. Full
publication available in PDF format at:
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/BirdFriendlyBuildingDesign.pdf

p.29, 30
Artificial light is increasingly recognized as a negative factor

for humans as well as wildlife.
Birds evolved complex, complementary systems for orientation
and vision long before humans developed artificial light. We
still have much more to learn, especially the differences between species,
but recent science has begun to clarify how artificial light poses a threat
to birds, especially nocturnal migrants. These birds use a magnetic
sense which is dependent on dim light from the blue-green end of the
spectrum.
Research has shown that different wavelengths cause different behaviors,
with yellow and red light preventing orientation. Different intensities of
light
also produce different reactions. Despite the complexity of this issue,
there is one
simple way to reduce mortality: turn lights off.

Rich and Longcore (2006) have gathered comprehensive reviews
of the impact of “ecological light pollution” on vertebrates, insects, and
even plants.
For birds especially, light can be a significant and deadly hazard.

Beacon Effect and Urban Glow
Light at night, especially during bad weather, creates con-
ditions that are particularly hazardous for night-migrating
birds. Typically flying at altitudes over 500 feet, migrants
often descend to lower altitudes during inclement weather,
where they may encounter artificial light from buildings.
Water vapor in very humid air, fog, or mist refracts light,
forming an illuminated halo around light sources.
There is clear evidence that birds are attracted to light, and
once close to the source, are unable to break away (Rich and
Longcore, 2006; Poot et al., 2008; Gauthreaux and Belser,
2006). How does this become a hazard to birds? When birds
encounter beams of light, especially in inclement weather,
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they tend to circle in the illuminated zone, appearing dis-
oriented and unwilling or unable to leave. This has been
documented recently at the 9/11 Memorial in Lights, where
lights must be turned off briefly when large numbers of birds
become caught in the beams.
Significant mortality of migrating birds has been reported at
oil platforms in the North Sea and the Gulf of Mexico.
Van de Laar (2007) tested the impact on birds of lighting
on an off-shore platform. When lights were switched on,
birds were immediately attracted to the platform in significant numbers.
Birds dispersed when lights were switched off.
Once trapped, birds may collide with structures or each other,
or fall to the ground from exhaustion, where they are at risk from
predators.

While mass mortalities at very tall illuminated structures (such as
skyscrapers)
during inclement weather have received the most attention, mortality has
also been
associated with ground-level lighting during clear weather.

Light color also plays a role, with blue and green light much
safer than white or red light. Once birds land in lighted areas,
they are at risk from colliding with nearby structures as they
forage for food by day.

In addition to killing birds, overly-lit buildings waste electric-
ity, and increase greenhouse gas emissions and air pollu-
tion levels. Poorly designed or improperly installed outdoor
fixtures add over one billion dollars to electrical costs in the
United States every year, according to the International Dark
Skies Association. Recent studies estimate that over two
thirds of the world’s population can no longer see the Milky
Way, just one of the nighttime wonders that connect people
with nature. Together, the ecological, financial, and cultural
impacts of excessive building lighting are compelling rea-
sons to reduce and refine light usage.

Overly-lit buildings waste electricity and increase greenhouse
gas emissions and air pollution levels, as well as posing a threat
to birds.

Reducing exterior building and site lighting has proven ef-
fective at reducing mortality of night migrants. At the same
time, these measures reduce building energy costs and de-
crease air and light pollution. Efficient design of lighting sys-
tems plus operational strategies to reduce light “trespass” or
“spill light” from buildings while maximizing useful light are
both important strategies. In addition, an increasing body of
evidence shows that red lights and white light (which con-
tains red wavelengths) particularly attract and confuse birds,
while green and blue light have far less impact.

Light pollution is largely a result of inefficient exterior light-
ing, and improving lighting design usually produces savings
greater than the cost of changes. For example, globe fixtures
permit little control of light, which shines in all directions, re-
sulting in a loss of as much as 50% of energy, as well as poor
illumination. Cut-off shields can reduce lighting loss and per-
mit use of lower powered bulbs.
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Most “vanity lighting” is unnecessary. However, when it is
used, building features should be highlighted using down-
lighting rather than up-lighting. Where light is needed for
safety and security, reducing the amount of light trespass
outside of the needed areas can help by eliminating shad-
ows. Spotlights and searchlights should not be used during
bird migration.

Communities that have implemented programs to reduce light pollution
have not found an increase in crime. Using automatic controls,
including timers, photo-sensors, and infrared and motion detectors
is far more effective than reliance on employees turning off lights.
These devices generally pay for themselves in energy savings in less than a
year. Workspace lighting should be installed where needed,
rather than lighting large areas. In areas where indoor lights
will be on at night, minimize perimeter lighting and/or draw
shades after dark. Switching to daytime building cleaning is a simple
way to reduce lighting while  also reducing costs.
(Note pers.JR: spotlights, regardless of timers, should not be used,
particularly on the Pacific Flyway)

Across the United States and Canada, “Lights Out” programs
at the municipal and state level encourage building owners
and occupants to turn out lights visible from outside during
spring and fall migration. The first of these, Lights Out Chi-
cago, was started in 1995, followed by Toronto in 1997. There
are over twenty programs as of mid-2011.
The programs themselves are diverse. Some are directed by
environmental groups, others by government departments,
and still others by partnerships of organizations. Participa-
tion in some, such as Houston’s, is voluntary. Minnesota
mandates turning off lights in state-owned and -leased
buildings, while Michigan’s governor proclaims Lights Out
dates annually. Many jurisdictions have a monitoring compo-
nent or work with local rehabilitators. Monitoring programs
can provide important information in addition to quantify-
ing collision levels and documenting solutions. Toronto, for
example, determined that if short buildings emit more light,
they can be more dangerous to birds than tall building emit-
ting less light.
Ideally, Lights Out programs would be in effect year round,
saving birds and energy costs and reducing emissions of
greenhouse gases.
ABC stands ready to help develop new
programs and to support and expand existing programs.
Shielded lights, such as those shown above, cut down on light
pollution and are much safer for birds. Photo: Susan Harder
.pdf

==========
The Planning Department will have reduced services available the last week of December 2011. In
addition to the regular observed legal holiday on Monday, December 26, 2011, most Planning
Department offices will be closed on December 27, 28, 29, & 30. On these dates, only the Planning
Information Center (PIC), located on the 1st floor of 1660 Mission Street, will be open normal business
hours as follows:
Tuesday, December 27, 2011: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Wednesday, December 28, 2011: 8:00 AM to 5 00 PM
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Thursday, December 29, 2011: 8:00 AM to 5 00 PM
Friday. December 30, 2011: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Please note that the PIC will have reduced staffing on these days. The PIC phone number is (415) 558–
6377. The Planning Department will resume full services on January 3, 2012.
============
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Beach Chalet Athletic Fields Renovation   PH‐1  EP Case No. 2010.0016E 

Comments and Responses    May 2012 

APPENDIX PH 

Public Hearing Transcripts 

This  appendix  contains  the  complete  transcripts  of  the  public  hearing  on  the Draft  EIR  held 

before  the  San  Francisco  Planning  Commission  on  December  1,  2011.  Copies  of  all  written 

comments  received  on  the Draft  EIR,  including  comments  submitted  either  by  letter,  fax,  or 

email, are included in a separate appendix, Appendix COM.  

The public hearing transcripts are coded the same way as the written comments. Comments are 

grouped  under  one  of  three  categories:  public  agencies,  non‐governmental  organization,  or 

individuals. However,  the public  transcript presents  all  oral  comments  chronologically,  in  the 

order  in  which  they  were  presented  at  the  public  hearing.  Table  COM‐1  lists  all  of  the 

commenters who presented oral comments at  the public hearing alphabetically by commenter, 

and indicates the corresponding comment code prefix for each commenter. 
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 1 Thursday, December 1, 2011            5:07 o'clock p.m.

 2 ---o0o---

 3 P R O C E E D I N G S

 4 SECRETARY AVERY:  Good afternoon.  The Planning 

 5 Commission is back in session.  Before we get started, 

 6 if I could just make a couple of announcements.  

 7 First, turn off your cell phones or any 

 8 electronic devices that may sound off during these 

 9 proceedings -- your Kindle, your iPad, your Nook 

10 whatever.  

11 Second, because the room is crowded, we do 

12 have overflow in Room 416.  If you have a friend over 

13 there, whatever, they will be allowed to come in and 

14 speak.  

15 And because it's crowded, it's very difficult 

16 if a secondary discussion goes on while we're in 

17 session.  So if you feel the need to engage in 

18 conversation with your neighbor or someone across the 

19 room, please go outside and do that as it is extremely 

20 disruptive to the process.  

21 And with that, I'm just going to call roll 

22 again, since we've had a long recess, so everyone will 

23 know that we have a full Commission today.  

24 Commissioner Moore?  

25 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Here.
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 1 SECRETARY AVERY:  Commissioner Sugaya?  

 2 COMMISSIONER SUGAYA:  Here.  

 3 SECRETARY AVERY:  Commissioner Fong?  

 4 COMMISSIONER FONG:  Here.

 5 SECRETARY AVERY:  Commissioner Antonini?  

 6 COMMISSIONER ANTONINI:  Present.  

 7 SECRETARY AVERY:  Commissioner Olague?  

 8 PRESIDENT OLAGUE:  Here.  

 9 SECRETARY AVERY:  Commissioner Miguel?  

10 COMMISSIONER MIGUEL:  Here.  

11 SECRETARY AVERY:  Commissioner Borden?  

12 COMMISSIONER BORDEN:  Here.  

13 SECRETARY AVERY:  Thank you, Commissioners.  

14 The item before you at this time is

15 Item No. 15, Case No. 2010.0016E, the Beach Chalet

16 Athletic Fields Renovation.

17 This is a public hearing on the Draft 

18 Environmental Impact Report. It is not a public 

19 hearing on the project itself.

20 PRESIDENT OLAGUE:  Okay.  We'll hear from staff 

21 briefly, and then we did -- I did commit publicly last 

22 time the subject came up to allow everyone at least 

23 three minutes. So there are so many people here, so I 

24 just wanted to ask, of course, to please limit your 

25 comments to the environmental impact report.
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 1 And, also, if you feel like you can say what 

 2 you need to say in less than three minutes, then, of 

 3 course, that's always appreciated. And always know 

 4 that you do have the ability to hand in your written 

 5 comments.  

 6 Another thing is we are going to have 

 7 reasonable accommodations. So I think somehow the 

 8 cards might have gotten a little bit confused up here.

 9 So all elderly and people with other types of 

10 disabilities would be allowed to go first; then we'll 

11 hear from people with children so they can get home 

12 because we might be here kind of late and then everyone 

13 else after that. 

14 So I just wanted to make -- we received those 

15 requests, and I think it's reasonable to accommodate 

16 folks in that way.  

17 So that being said, we'll hear briefly from 

18 our department, and then we'll open up for public 

19 comment.

20 SECRETARY AVERY:  Before our department starts, 

21 let me just make -- there was a request from a 

22 gentleman who stated he had a balance problem.  I have 

23 put a chair at the front, at the lower microphone for 

24 that use and for anyone else who might have a balance 

25 problem and would need to to use a lower microphone.  
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 1 Thank you.  

 2 DON LEWIS:  Good evening, President Olague and

 3 Commissioners.  I'm Don Lewis, Planning Department 

 4 Staff and the EIR coordinator for the Beach Chalet 

 5 Athletic Fields project.  

 6 Joining me tonight is Sarah Jones, Senior 

 7 Environmental Planner, Alisa Moore from ESA, 

 8 environmental consultant, and Rec Park park staff is 

 9 also here.  

10 The item before you is a review and comment on 

11 the Draft EIR for the Beach Chalet Athletic Fields 

12 renovation.  I'd like to summarize for you the Draft 

13 EIR findings.  

14 The Draft EIR found that the proposed project 

15 will result in significant and unavoidable impact on 

16 historic resources. The Draft EIR found that the 

17 impacts to biological resources and hazardous building 

18 materials could be mitigated to a less than significant 

19 level.  

20 The Draft EIR found that impacts to land use,

21 aesthetics, transportation, recreation, hydrology and 

22 water quality, hazards, and air quality effects would 

23 result in less than significant levels.  

24 The Draft EIR provided alternatives that would 

25 reduce the project's significant and unavoidable impact 
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 1 on historic resources to less than significant levels.  

 2 The Historic Preservation Commission held a

 3 public hearing on November 16th to prepare comments on 

 4 the Draft EIR.  On the whole they agreed that the 

 5 impact would be significant and favored alternatives.

 6 A letter summarizing the Commission's comments will be 

 7 submitted on the Draft EIR.

 8 The Draft EIR was published on November 26th,

 9 and the public review period closes on December 12th.  

10 For those of you who are interested in commenting on 

11 the Draft EIR in writing, they may submit their 

12 comments to the environmental review officer at 1650 

13 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco by 

14 5:00 p.m. on December 12th.  

15 For members of the public who are at this 

16 hearing tonight, please state your name for the record 

17 and address comments to the adequacy and completeness 

18 of the EIR.  Comments will be transcribed and responded 

19 to in writing in the comments and responses document 

20 which will respond to all verbal and written comments 

21 received and make revisions to the Draft EIR as 

22 appropriate.  

23 When the C and R document is complete, the 

24 Planning Department will provide copies to those who 

25 have made comments on the Draft EIR.  We will then 
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 1 return the Commission, likely in the summer of 2012, to 

 2 request that this Commission certify the EIR. If the 

 3 EIR is certified, the Recreation and Park Commission 

 4 may consider approval of this project.

 5 This concludes my presentation. I'd like to 

 6 turn this over to Sarah Jones.  

 7 SARAH JONES:  Good afternoon, Commissioners, Sarah 

 8 Jones from the Planning Department. I just wanted to 

 9 state briefly that I believe you've seen requests for 

10 an extension of the comment period.  Bill Wycko, the 

11 ERO has considered these requests. He doesn't feel 

12 that this EIR is particularly unusually complicated or 

13 that there are other unusual circumstances surrounding 

14 this project.  

15 The CEQA guidelines spell out the comment 

16 periods. A 45-day comment period is considered an 

17 adequate comment period for projects that are 

18 circulated to State agencies. And it says that under 

19 no circumstances should a comment period exceed 60 days 

20 unless there are really unusual issues at stake.  So I 

21 wanted to convey that information.

22 Thank you.

23 PRESIDENT OLAGUE:  At this time, I'd like to open 

24 it up for public comment. And again, I was handed a 

25 special file, so I'm going to read through this.
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